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The cordoned people are fed by them on a fairly liberal scale. The
dispatch of the people is being carried on with consideration, and com-
plaints, unavoidable when things have to be done in a rush, are attended
to promptly. The whole of the Location will be cleared this week, and
the buildings reduced to ashes. Thus, what ought to have been done on
the 26th day of September last year,, when the so-called Insanitary Area
was expropriated, is now being done at great cost, under a state of panic.

At Klipspruit, Mr. Burgess is in charge of the camp. Dr. William
Godfrey, who has endeared himself to the people, has been appointed
by the Town Council as the Assistant Medical Superintendent, and there
is no doubt, in a few days, the camp will be in thorough working order.

If the authorities in Johannesburg have been doing things smoothly,
the same unfortunately cannot be said of the other places in the Transvaal,
except Pretoria. At Pietersburg, Krugersdorp and Potchefstroom, full
advantage is being taken of the trying condition of the community, as ,
Dr. Pakes has said, to eradicate the Indians, and not merely to prevent
the introduction of the plague. Jealousy of Indian enterprise is hav-
ing full play without let or hindrance, and under cover of plague precau-
tions, Indian trade is being ruined and all kinds of inconveniences are
being put in their way. The Indians are, however, bearing their troubles
patienly and heroically. The European traders have got their chance. But,
if the Indians continue to preserve their calmness, the wind will be taken
out of the sails of their detractors. At Krugersdorp, the Indians have
been rightly exasperated. But Mr. Ritch1 has gone to Krugersdorp, and
what promised at one time to become a serious matter has now been amic-
ably settled. This is not the time for Indians to assert their rights, but
to realise their responsibility by suffering. The plague first broke out
among them. The majority of cases are Indians. The popular inference
is that the Indian is the cause of the evil. Whether right or wrong, it has
got to be recognised. And the community is doing well in living it down
by patient suffering.
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The plague has after all broken out in Johannesburg. It has claimed
already about 60 victims, of whom 46 are Asiatics, six whites and four
Natives. The mortality has been practically cent per cent. This is an
appalling fact. It is not so in India, and has not been so in South Africa
before. The type in Johannesburg, therefore, is the deadliest yet known.
The victims, again, have been carried away in an incredibly short time.
What at first appear to be a slight fever and a little coughing, in a few hours,
or the second day, develop into high fever, spitting of blood, and violent
paroxysms. The suffering of the patient is terrible. Delirium and death
1 L. W. Ritch was then an articled clerk working with Gandhiji.